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wall off the great structural basins, and the boldness of the exposures
simplifies the work of interpreting the latent possibilities of the field.
Without specifying the results in detail, they may be said to hold
out hope of finding additional sources, but structures on the Appa-
lachian and Mid-Continent scale of magnitude are lacking. From
the surveys made it is possible to appraise the future of the field in a
general way and to venture the prediction that the output can scarcely
be expected to exceed 40 million barrels as an annual maximum.
The California field was brought into action in 1898 and has been
steadily increasing in importance ever since, with a temporary slump
in 1915. The present annual production rate of approximately 100
million barrels exceeds the combined output of the five fields thus far
discussed, and represents nearly a quarter of the country's total.
The areal extent of the fields is not in keeping with its producing
importance, but the pools are characterized by a tremendous and
sustained capacity. The limits of the field can scarcely be said to
have been entirely determined, but the possibility of finding a suc-
cessor to the Midway Sunset district is distinctly remote and more
than passing significance is to be attached to the general flattening
of the production curve since 1913. (See Fig. 21, p. 55.) On a
larger scale, the field promises to reproduce the past history of the
Lima-Indiana and Illinois fields from around 1902 and 1908 respect-
ively, which is to say that the next three years will see the field set
for a slow but sure decline.
The Mid-Continent field is the latest and greatest of the country's
producing sources to come into prominence. The principal product-
ive area extends from Kansas City south across eastern Kansas and
Oklahoma with extensions into northern and central Texas and north-
western Louisiana, which are commonly treated separately in view
of their recent prominence. After a sensational early development
between 1903 and 1907, the field steadied down to a substantial
growth during the next few years only to have a second sensational
boom ushered in by the phenomenal Gushing district in 1914.
Recently the center of attraction has shifted to the pools in Texas
and Louisiana.
The mode of occurrence is definitely related to the structure
which, unlike that of the Gulf Coast area, is for the most part dis-
cernible at the surface. It is generally conceded that such new pools
as await discovery in Kansas and Oklahoma are in the nature of
outliers. The Texas and Louisiana extensions unfortunately have
shown themselves to be disappointingly short-lived with a disposition
to go to water quickly. Unless there are unknown reserves of a dif-
ferent order, a prospect out of keeping with what is already known of